[Pseudomonas aeruginosa in chronic obstructive pulmonary disease].
The role of Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolated in sputum cultures from adults with obstructive chronic pulmonary disease (COPD) is not well known. However, this pathogen has many factors of virulence and is responsible for several clinical manifestations in this setting. Isolation of a new strain of Pseudomonas is associated with a significant risk of exacerbation of the COPD and its prevalence depends on the severity of the COPD. The role of Pseudomonas among patients with COPD apart from exacerbations is less clear, but it could be responsible for an ignition for the airways and progression for the disease. Currently, the relevance of a prophylactic antibiotic therapy has not yet been demonstrated in COPD holders of Pseudomonas.